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Quick facts

Peatlands are vulnerable

to fire when they are cleared
or drained; the 1997/1998
peatland fires and haze
caused approximately
US$10 billion in socio-
economic losses
throughout the region

About 500,000 people were
medically affected in
Southeast Asia in 1997/
1998 due to the peatland
fires and haze

Approximately 25 million
hectares of peatlands are
found in Southeast Asia.
They are being degraded at a
rate of approximately 2% per
year through illegal logging,
land clearing and draining of
peatlands for large-scale
unsustainable development
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Ramin
Gonystylus bancanus

- Native to Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei
- lUCN Red List Status: Vulnerable

Over 3,000 plant species are
found in peatlands; including
many valuable economic
species, amongst them
Ramin (Gonystylus bancanus),
Light Red Meranti (Shorea
platycarpa) and Jelutong
(Dyera polyphylla)

Peat swamps are home to
over 300 fish species, 100

of which are only found in
peat water

Large Flying Fox
Pteropus vampyrus

- Native to Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Viet Nam

- IUCN Red List Status: Near Threatened

Why peatlands?
- The most important terrestrial ecosystem for carbon
storage — equal to all other terrestrial biomass and twice
as much as all forest biomass
- Regulates greenhouse gas (GHG) emission and climate .
- Water supply and flood control Q‘%
- Conservation of biodiversity
- Sustainable management prevents fires and haze
- Economic benefits from natural resources and ecotourism
- Provides valuable goods and services

Selangor Red Betta
Betta livida

- Endemic to Selangor peat swamps, Malaysia
- IUCN Red List Status: Endangered
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umatran Tiger
Pathera tigris sumatrae

- Native to Sumatera island (Indonesia)
. |[UCN Red List Status: Critically Endangered

Philippine Tarsier
Carlito syrichta

- Endemic to the Philippines
- lUCN Red List Status: Near Threatened

~ Asiatic Softshell Turtle
N Amyda cartilaginea
~Native to Thailand, Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
Singapore, Cambodia & Viet Nam
- JUCN Red List Status: Vulnerable
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Bornean Orangutan
Pongo pygmaeus
- Endemic to Borneo island

(Indonesia and Malaysia)
- [UCN Red List Status: Endangered

Silvery Kingfisher
Alcedo argentata

- Endemic to the Philippines
- [UCN Red List Status: Vulnerable

Tomistoma schlegelii

- Native to Malaysia and Indonesia
Extinct in Thailand
- |UCN Red List Status: Endangered
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- Explore financing and incentive options to support implementation of activities

- Provide technical support and guidance

- Improve protection and sustainable management of peatlands

- Prioritize peatland biodiversity conservation

- Stimulate regional collaboration on carbon storage and climate change issues

- Develop and promote guidelines for integrated management of peatlands

- Develop quidelines for responsible management of existing oil palm and forest plantations on peatlands

PARTNERS Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Viet Nam, Singapore and Brunei Darussalam
PROJECT LOCATION Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Viet Nam (regional and pilot activities)
DURATION 48 months (2009-2013) DURATION

PROJECT APPROACH Reduce degradation of peatland forest and to demonstrate, implement and scale PROJECT APPROACH
up sustainable management and rehabilitation of peatland forests in Southeast
Asia through institutional strengthening and multi-stakeholder cooperation.

and Viet Nam (regional and pilot activities); Brunei Darussalam and
Singapore (regional activities)
48 months (2010-2014)

Strengthen governance, promote best practices and develop incentives for
sustainable management of peatland forests.
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Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

Global Environment
Centre

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY Q1 . .
-building partnerships for the environment-
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