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UPDATE ON PEATLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT IN 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

By:

Dayang Haktu Mabong

And

Nor’ain Haji Ismail

Forestry Department

Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

For

ASEAN PEATLAND FORESTS PROJECT: 

FIFTH PROJECT MANAGEMENT MEETING 

AND THIRD PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

1-4 NOVEMBER 2011, HO CHI MINH CITY, VIETNAM

BRIEFING CONTENT

FORESTRY
in Brunei Darussalam

Aerial view of Bandar Seri Begawan

A City in a Garden
Breathtaking view of  the rainforest’s  canopy

• SMALL COUNTRY [5,765 KM2]

• 75% OF THE TOTAL LAND AREA COVERED WITH FOREST

• STRONG CONSERVATION POLICY & SUPPORT TOWARDS

FOREST CONSERVATION
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VISION & MISSION

VISION

Excellence in Tropical Forestry 

Management

MISSION

To develop, conserve and manage the forest for 

social, economic and environmental benefit for 

the well being of the people through sustainable 

forest management

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

… to develop and manage the forest in a sustainable manner within the 

context of …

SUSTAINABLE FOREST 

MANAGEMENT

SOCIAL ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENTDEVELOPMENT

SUSTAINABLE 

PRODUCTION

POSTERITY

& 

PROSPERITY

ECONOMIC 

STRENGTH

INTERNATIONAL 

PRESTIGE

PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT

& 

ENJOYMENT

5 EXCELLENCE AGENDA
..to manage forests for….

FOREST RESERVE

CATEGORY AREA (HA) % OF TLA

PROTECTION 18,562 3%

CONSERVATION 28,511 5%

PRODUCTION 138,026 23%

NATIONAL PARK 46,210 8%

RECREATION 4,595 1%

TOTAL 235,904 40%

Target: to increase FR to 55% of TLA (325,195 ha)

FOREST RESERVE:

40% 

HoB in Brunei Darussalam

57.7%
[1.5% of HoB]

58%

[1.5% of HoB]

Land Status:-

•Forest Reserve

•State Land  

•Private land

Forest land uses:-

•Production   

•Protection (water 

resources)

•Conservation

•Agriculture (Other 

development 

projects)

•Villages

Forest types:-

•Montane 

•Mixed Dipterocarp 

•Peat Swamp

•Old Secondary 

Forest

•Secondary/shrubs

/Bush
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Peat Swamp Forest

• Peat swamp forest covers 100,000 ha or 16% of 

Brunei land area

• Shorea albidagrow in peat swamp forest has recently been 

designated as endangered species by the world Conservation 

Monitoring center.

• Flood control

PEATLAND FIRE

• PEATLAND FIRE IN 1997-1998

• AGENCIES INVOLVED IN CONTROLLING FIRE:

• GOVERNMENT

• NON-GOVERNMENT

• NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT CENTRE (NDMC)  
ESTABLISHED

• DEVELOP A STRATEGIC NATIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION  THROUGH HYOGO 
FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION.

• HEART OF BORNEO (HoB) – DECLARATION  ON 

12 FEB 2007 IN BALI.

• NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Rehabilitation of 
Degraded Badas Peat Swamp Forests

NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT CENTRE 

(NDMC)

• FIRE DEPARTMENT (FIRE AND RESCUE 

DEPT)

• POLICE, ARMY, ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, 

DISTRICT OFFICES, FORESTRY, MANY 

OTHER DEPARTMENTS

• NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES- eg, RUNEI 

SHELL PETROLEUM 

• OPERATIONAL  AT DISTRICT LEVEL  

THROUGH DISTRICT OFFICE IN EVERY 

DISTRICTS AND DEPARTMENTAL LEVELS

DISASTER COMMITTEE

• DISASTER COMMITTEE AT DEPARTMENTAL LEVEL 

• CHAIRMAN – AS FOCAL PERSON FOR NDMC

• MONITORING

• INFORMATION SHARING

• DATA BASE

• AWARENESS  PROGRAMS

• CAPACITY BUILDING
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NDMC PRIORITIES 

• DISASTER RISK REDUCTION MECHANISMS

– FIRE, FLOOD,SOIL EROSION, 

• DISASTER  MANAGEMENT CAPACITY

• INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS

• NDMC  CAPACITY BUILDING

HEART  OF BORNEO (HoB)

SHARING A COMMON VISION: 

CONSERVING

BORNEO’S RAINFOREST ON A 

LARGE SCALE

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 

PEOPLE OF BORNEO;

BRUNEI HoB

Project Implementation Framework

Strategies, Stategic Thrusts. Interventions

STRATEGIC THRUST: STRENGTHEN THE PROTECTED AREA 
SYSTEM

INTERVENTIONS:

• CAPACITY-BUILDING AND PREPERATION OF A NATIONAL 
ACTION PLAN FOR THE WISE USE OF PEATLANDS AND 
REDUCTION OF FIRE RISK

• FORMULATE A MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE PEAT SWAMP 
FOREST

• GAZETTE BELAIT PEAT SWAMP FOREST COMPLEX AS A 
FOREST RESERVE, AND EXTEND THE ULU MENDARAM 
CONSERVATION AREA

• RAPID ASSESSMENT OF THE PROTECTED AREA SYSTEM

AN ACTION PLAN FOR THE PEATLANDS WITHIN THE HoB AREA IN THE 

CONTEXT OF REHABILITATING DEGRADED PEATLANDS AND REDUCING 

CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSION

• PROJECTS AND STATUS AS OF SEPTEMBER 2011 

– TOTAL:  11 PROJECTS 

– (COMPLETED – 7  AND ON-GOING – 4)

• FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES

1. BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN  (BAP) FOR BRUNEI SHELL 

PETROLEUM (BSP) CONCESSIONS AREAS

2. CARBON EMISSION TRADING TO FUND CONSERVATION 

AND REHABILITATION PROJECTS IN BRUNEI

3. OTHER INITATIVES IN WETLAND CONSERVATION IN 

BRUNEI ARE WITH

• RAMSAR

• PEATLAND/ WETLAND CONFERENCE IN BRUNEI

• PROMOTING BRUNEI PEATLANDS AS RESEARCH SITES
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THANK YOU 


