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FOREWORD 
 

Peatland is an important and unique ecosystem which has key 
values for biodiversity conservation and climate regulation. Due to 
its unique characteristic, peatlands provide huge potential to be 
used wisely for the socio-economic well-being of communities that 
live within or adjacent to peatland areas.  
 
Hence, in achieving a balance between conservation and 
development, an efficient and integrated approach has to be taken 

to conserve and sustainably use peatlands and its biodiversity. In meeting this call, I am 
glad that ASEAN has taken steps to come up with regional actions on peatland 
management. To complement ASEAN’s efforts, Malaysia has come up with this 
National Action Plan on Peatlands (NAP) to promote domestic actions.  
 
The NAP was formulated through an open and transparent consultative process with all 
relevant stakeholders. The NAP is envisaged to augment the Malaysian Government’s 
continuous commitment in enhancing knowledge, awareness and capacity to 
sustainably manage and conserve the nation’s biodiversity. The NAP will also 
complement Malaysia’s Common Vision on Biodiversity, which among others calls for 
the mainstreaming of biodiversity in all sectors. 
 
It is my fervent hope that with the cooperation of all stakeholders, this plan will be 
translated into real and tangible actions on the ground. This will ensure that peatlands in 
this country will be managed and used wisely and continue to provide its ecosystem 
services for the benefit of our present and future generations. 
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Part 2: Sustainable Management of Peatlands







Part 3: National Action Plan for Peatlands
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