
Peatlands and Climate Change: Lessons Learned 
from APFP-SEApeat Projects  

 
Faizal Parish, Global Environment Centre 

 
Workshop Towards a Low Carbon and Climate Resilient ASEAN Community 

UNFCCC COP 21,  2 December 2015, Paris 



ASEAN Peatlands cover 25 million ha 
representing 60% of tropical peatlands in the world 

Source: Sarvision 



90% of transboundary haze  in southern ASEAN is from 
peatland fires 

     Ref: Max- Planck Institute ,2005 



ASEAN Peatlands are important for carbon storage and reducing GHG emissions 

Peatland carbon stores: 

Global: 550 billion tonnes; ASEAN: 70 billion tonnes (13%) 

Twice the carbon stored in all global  forest biomass combined 

But Peatland Emissions: 

Global:  3-4 billion tonnes CO2 / yr  ASEAN: 1.5-2 billion tonnes/yr (50%)     

Equivalent to 6-7% of global fossil fuel emissions 



ASEAN Peatlands have high biodiversity 



   People in Peat swamp Forest in Pahang 
ASEAN Peatlands Feed communities 

Fishing, Pahang, Malaysia Source: UNDP-GEF PSF Project 



ASEAN Peatlands support community livelihood  

and create new economic opportunities 

Jelutong - Chewing Gum Tree, Indonesia 



ASEAN Peatlands : Key for water storage and flood prevention 

Å Peatlands: Key for water storage and regulation 

Å Provides Water - Prevents Floods 



Integrated management best way to stop fire and haze 



 PROGRAMME FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF PEATLAND 
ECOSYSTEMS IN ASEAN (2014 -2020) APSMPE 

Endorsed by Ministers from 10 ASEAN Member States in Sept 2013 

AIM: To promote sustainable management of peatlands in the ASEAN region; through 
enhanced stakeholder collaboration  to support and sustain local livelihoods;      
Reduce the risk of fire and associated haze; and contribute to global 
environmental management.  

Targets (by 2020) 
1. All peatland areas identified and inventorized; 

2. Zero-burning uniformly practiced  and controlled-burning only in 

exceptional cases to prevent any uncontrolled wildfires on peatlands, 

and any widespread smoke haze eliminated; 

3. Fire prone sites rehabilitated by focusing on root causes of fire;  

4. Peatlands sustainably managed, sustainable livelihoods enhanced 

and sustainable economic use mainstreamed; 

5. Peatlands conserved to contribute to significantly reduced 

emissions of greenhouse gases and increased peatland biodiversity in 

the region; and 

6. APMS and NAPs implemented; national and regional capacity 

enhanced 

 

 

 



1. Peatland assessment/inventory 

Target 2020:    
Identify and inventorize all peatland areas 

 
Lessons learned APFP-SEApeat 

1. Significant peatlands remain to be documented 
especially in Northern ASEAN 

2. Work is needed to better document the status and 
values of all peatland 



Philippines   

2010 -  5,000ha / 2013 - 20,000ha  

 

Map showing the 
validated peatlands in 

Agusan 



4,900 ha of unique � �̂u���v�P�Œ�}�À�����‰�����š�o���v���_ was identified in one coastal province, Koh Kong 
Partly Protected in wildlife reserve. Potential Ecotourism development with community 

Cambodia �t Unique Mangrove Peatland   

2010 - unknown / 2013 �t 4,900ha  


